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of the preparations made by Salah ad-Din, than he sent to warn his brother, the
governor of Mosul, and request from him a reinforcement.    The sultan (Saldh ad-
Din] having left Damascus, halted under the walls of Aleppo on the 12lh of the
first Jumada, A. H. 578 (September, A. D, 1182), occupied this position during
three days and (finally) departed on the 21st of the same monlh.    Soon after this,
it happened that the lord of Harran, Muzaffar ad-Din (the son of Zain ad-Din, lord of
Arbela), who was then in the service of Izz ad-Din Masiid, the sovereign of Mosul,
and apprehended violence from his master and from Mujahid ad-Din Kaimaz az-
Zaini, crossed the Euphrates and placed himself under the protection of Salah ad-
Din.    The sultan, to whom he represented the facility with which he might subdue
Mesopotamia, resolved on invading that country, and having passed the Euphrates,
he took the cities of Edessa, *ar-Rakka, Nasibin, andSaruj.    He then appointed a resi-
dent agent in the province of al-Khabur and conceded it in fief; after which, he set
.out with the intention of laying siege to Mosul, and encamped under its walls, on
Thursday, the lllh of Rajah, 578 (November, A. D. 1182).    After some days, he
perceived that no result could be obtained from besieging so large a city, and that the
only means of taking it was to reduce the fortresses in its environs and in the
neighbouring districts, and thus weaken the garrison in lapse of time.    He in con-
sequence departed, and having taken position against Sinjar on the 16lh of Shaaban
(December), the same year, he occupied the city on the 2nd of Ramadan (30 December)
and gave it to his nephew al-Malik al-Muzaffar Taki ad-Din Omar (vol. IL p. 391).
Not to enter into long details, we shall merely state that he returned to Syria, and
reachfed Harran in the commencement of Zu '1-Kaada (end of February, 1184),
the same year.    Towards the beginning of the first Rabi, A, H. 581 (June, A. D.
1185), he appeared again before Mosul and laid siege to the city.   The mother of
Izz ad^Din Masud, accompanied by the daughter of Nur ad-Din Arsldn Shah and a
number of females belonging to the Atabek family, then went forth and requested
him to enter into a treaty and consent to a peace.   The sultan, imagining that Izz
ad-Din had given this mission to the princess because he had not the means of
defending the city, refused compliance and sent her back disappointed, offering at
the same time pretexts to excuse his conduct.    But of this he had afterwards reason
to repent, for the people of Mosul, being indignant at his rejecting the prayer of Izz ad~
Din's mother and of the females who accompanied her, strained every nerve to
make a vigorous defence.   He continued to besiege the city till he learned the death